
From the Shepherd’s Heart  
Core Values: 

 We value the Lord-

ship of Christ as the 

Head of the church 

and the center of 

our lives. 

 We value a Christ 

centered church 

where Biblical val-

ues are taught, nur-

tured and lived in 

everyday life.    

 We value Christian 

fellowship where 

the love of Christ is 

practiced in all its 

dimensions. 

 We value evange-

lism to bring every-

one into God’s fami-

ly. 

 We value faithful, 

responsible steward-

ship of all that God 

has given to us. 
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The Essentials 
Tenet of ECO 

“The people of God 
have always paused 
at critical historical 
moments to sum-
marize and declare 
who they are and 
what they most 
deeply believe. 
These high mo-
ments are remem-
bered and passed 
on to succeeding 
generations to pre-
serve the identity 
and vitality of the 
community,” writes 
Jack Rogers 
(Presbyterian 
Creeds). In other 
words, our historic 
creeds, such as the 
Apostles’ (2nd cen-

tury) and Nicene (4th 
century) Creeds, and 
our catechisms, such 
as the Heidelberg 
Catechism (1563) 
and the Scot’s Con-
fession (1560), repre-
sent the careful read-
ing of Scripture by 
our parents in the 
faith. 
   Rather than over-
whelm you with all 
of the Essential Ten-
ets of our creeds and 
confessions at once, I 
am briefly introduc-
ing them one at a 
time in my newsletter 
column. 
   Here, I establish 
Biblical concept of 
Covenant as an 
agreement between 
two parties first in 
biblical theological 
statements then in 
life application of 
God’s calling us into 
a covenant relation-
ship with himself and 
in our relationships to 
each other as a Cove-
nant Community of 
Faith. 

ECO Essential Ten-
et # 6 - Covenant 
Life in the Church  
   Our God is a cove-
nant-making and a 
covenant-keeping 
God. It is God who 
says, “I will estab-
lish my cove-
nant” (Gen. 6:18, 
12:1-3, 15:7-21; Ex. 
6:4-5). God promis-
es to be ever faithful 
to his covenant (Lev. 
26:44-45; Deut. 
4:31). The essence 
of the covenant is “I 
will be your God and 
you will be my peo-
ple” (Gen. 17:7; Ex. 
6:7; II Cor. 6:16-18; 
Rev. 21:2-3).  
   While the covenant 
is one-sided and re-
flects the uncondi-
tional character of 
election, it is also 
mutual, or two-
sided, in accom-
plishment accenting 
the importance of 
personal sanctifica-
tion and persever-
ance. God com-
mands his people to 
(Cont’d on page 2) 



his chosen people - 
(II Cor. 6:16-18; 
Heb. 8:10; Rev. 
21:2-3) by redeem-
ing them in Christ 
(John 8:56; Rom. 
9:3-5; I Cor. 10:1-
4). Yet, the new 
covenant is superior 
to the old covenant 
(Hebr. 7:20-22, 28; 
8:6).  
   We are elect in 
Christ to become 
members of the 
community of the 
new covenant. This 
covenant, which 
God Himself guar-
antees, unites us to 
God and to one an-
other. Already in the 
creation, we discov-
er that we are made 
to live in relation-
ships to others, male 
and female, created 
together in God’s 
image. In Christ, we 
are adopted into the 
family of God and 

find our new identity 
as brothers and sis-
ters of one another, 
since we now share 
one Father. Our faith 
requires our active 
participation in that 
covenant communi-
ty.  
   Within the cove-
nant community of 
the church, God’s 
grace is extended 
through the preach-
ing of the Word, the 
administration of 
the Sacraments, 
and the faithful 
practice of mutual 
discipline.  
   First, through the 
work of the Holy 
Spirit, the Word pro-
claimed may indeed 
become God’s ad-
dress to us. The 
Spirit’s illuminating 
work is necessary 
both for the one who 
preaches and for 
those who listen. 

   Second, the Sacra-
ments of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper are 
signs that are linked to 
the things signified, 
sealing to us the prom-
ises of Jesus. In the 
Baptism of infants, we 
confess our confidence 
in God’s gracious initi-
ative, that a baby who 
cannot turn to God is 
nonetheless claimed as 
a member of the cove-
nant community, a 
child of God, cleansed 
by grace and sealed by 
the Spirit; in the Bap-
tism of adults, we con-
fess our confidence 
that God’s grace can 
make us new creations 
at any stage of our 
lives. In the Lord’s 
Supper, we confess that 
as we eat the bread and 
share one cup the Spirit 
unites us to the ascend-
ed Christ, so that His 
resurrection life may  
(Cont’d on page 3) 

New Members Class 
Spring and Fall 
Contact Dr. Bob Bullock 
 
Bible Study 
1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:30 
Fellowship Hall 
 
Session Meeting 
September 8 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Worship Service 
Sunday 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Choir Practice 
Prior to Worship Service 
8:45 a.m. 
Sanctuary 
 
Communion 
September 1 
Sanctuary 
 

Stephen Ministries 
See Beth Bullock 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
September 20—Acts 4 
10:00 a.m.  
Fellowship Hall 
 
Potluck Brunch 
September 29 
Fellowship Hall following 
Worship Service 
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(Cont’d from page 1) 

to keep his covenant 
through love and obe-
dience (Deut. 7:9, 12; 
I Kings 8:23).  
   Even when God’s 
people fail to keep 
their part of the cove-
nant God keeps his. 
God renews his cove-
nant promise when he 
says through the 
prophet Jeremiah: “I 
will give them a heart 
to know me, that I am 
the LORD. They will 
be my people, and I 
will be their God, for 
they will return to me 
with all their 
heart.” (Jeremiah 
24:7) 
   The distinction be-
tween the old and 
new covenants comes 
from the Scriptures 
themselves (Jer. 31-
31-32; II Cor. 3:3-6, 
14; Heb. 8:8-9, 13; 
9:15). God promises 
he will be the God of 
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(Cont’d from page 2) 
nourish, strengthen, 
and transform us. 
   Third, the communi-
ty of the Church prac-
tices discipline in or-
der to help one anoth-
er along the path to 
new life, speaking the 
truth in love to one 
another, bearing one 
another’s burdens, and 
offering to one anoth-
er the grace of Christ. 
Yours and His, 
Dr. Bob 

In Memoriam 

Jeanette Carson 

New Members 
Bob Bullock 
404-583-1902 
bbullockjr@aol.com 
 
Choir 
Angelo Tolentino 
409-256-7729 
angelo@musician.org 
 
Buildings and Grounds 
Tim Ekberg 
409-737-9455 
retiredfirelt@earthlink.net 
 
Chuck Lawrence 
409-762-6420 
cnblawrence@hotmail.com 
 
Strategic Planning 
Barbara Hankins 
409-789-8077 

Bulletins 
Esther Sjostrom 
409-771-6466 
Es-
ther.sjostrom@yahoo.com 
 
CD’s  
Crystal Tolentino 
409-939-9619 
crystalnicole@gmail.com 
 
Clerk of Session 
Merri Edwards 
409-497-4496 
wjemse@comcast.net 
 
Education 
 
Ministry 
Mary Pafford 
409-468-0457 
mcpafford@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter 
Merri Edwards 
409-497-4496 
wjemse@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer 
Mike Shriner 
409-682-4355 
mkshriner@msn.com 
 
Web Page 
Barbara Hankins 
409-789-8077 
bhankins@comcast.net 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
Terry Peterek 
409-789-9565 
tspeterek@yahoo.com 
 
Worship 
Esther Sjostrom 
409-771-6466 
Ether.sjostrom@yahoo.com 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

  
Flowers may be given in 
honor or memory of a 
loved one. Please sign 
up to donate flowers in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

BIRTHDAYS  
ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER 
 
  1   Weathersbees 
12 Odorizzis 
15 Gail Lang 
19 Tom Pafford 
21 Pat Winborn 
22 DJ Newsom 
23  Langs 
29    Bryan French 

 GREETERS  
September 

 
 1   Gallis 
 8   Maxine Alfei 
15  Gallis 
22  Maxine Alfei 
29  Gallis 

Rejoice in 

the Lord 

always, 

and again 

I say, 

Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:4 



 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES 
FOR CHRIST 


